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The INTRODUCTION. 


HEREAS diverſe Perſons, who 
during the Time of their Health 
are capable, by their Labour and 

Induſtry, to maintain themſelves and 

their Families, yet by reaſon of Sick- 

neſs, Lameneſs, or Infirmity, are ſome- 
times reduced to great Poverty, and at 
their Death often leave their Families in 
very neceſſitous Circumſtances: We 
therefore the Subſcribers to theſe Pre- 
ſents; well knowing the Uncertainty of 

Life and Health, the better to provide 

againſt a Time of Sickneſs or Death, 

have thought fit to raiſe a Common 

STOCK by joint Contribution ; for 

the ſpeedy and effectual Railing, and 

conſtant Maintaining whereof, and that 
it may fully anſwer the Purpoſes in- 
tended, it is reſolved to purſue the fol- 

lowing Method, vis. 3 
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ARTICTS I 


HAT a Soc1tTy ſhall meet at Mr, 

Robert Friend's aforeſaid, or where 
ever the Majority ſhall think fit to * 
their Common Stock, on the firſt Saturday i 
every Kalendar Month; and their — 
of Meeting ſhall be from Six of the Clock to 
Eight in the Evening, from Michaelmas Day 
to Lady Day; and from Seven to Nine from 
Low Day to Michaelmas. 

ART. 2. Jem, That the Age of any 
| Picton to be admitted ſhall not exceed For- 
ty Years.z unleſs he hath the Conſent of a 
Majority, and is alſo of a ſtrong healthful 
Conſtitution, No Perſon to be admitted 
who is any ways weak, ſickly, or infirm ; 
and each Perſon deſirous to be admitted, 
ſhall be preſented by ſome one of the Mem- 
bers at leaſt one Month before; at which 
Time he ſhall anfwer to ſuch proper Que- 
ſtions as the Steward ſhall think fit; and, 

upon his ſecond Appearance, if he ſhall have 
the Conſent of the major Part of this Society 
for his Admittance, he ſhall then pay One 
Shilling, and ſpend Six-pence at his En- 
trance, in caſe he be admitted before the 


Stock be increaſed to Ten Pounds; and af- 


ter the Stock is ſo increaſed, he ſhall pay 
the ſaid Sum of One Shilling; and One Shil- 
ling for every Ten Pounds that the Stock 
{hall be increaſed to, at the Time of his Ad- 

miſſion : 
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miſſion: And then he ſhall be admitted to 
fign and ſeal theſe Preſents, and ſhall after- 
wards be conformable, and yield Obedience 
to every Thing herein contained, 
ART. 3. ſtem, That every Member 
fo admitted ſhall, during his whole natural 
Life, pay, or cauſe to be paid, on every 
Monthly Night, into the Common Stock, the 
Sum of One Shilling; and ſhall likewiſe 
pay the Sum of Three-pence, for his Share 
of the Reckoning: And if any Perſon ſhall 
be abſent, or neglect to pay his Monthly 
Payment, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of Three- 
pence into the Common Stock, inſtead of the 
Three-pence which he ſhould have ſpent, 
if preſent, | | 

ART. 4. Tem, That if any Perſon 
admitted, and having made Payment, as 
aforefaid, for the Space of one whole Year, 
ſhall happen, at any Time or Times, to be 
really ſick, lame, or infirm, and giving No- 
tice thereof to one of the Stewards for the 
Time being, or to the Maſter of the Houſe 
where the Common Stock is kept, and ſo- 
X lemnly declaring to the Stewards that he is 
thereby rendered incapable of getting his 
Livelihood, then ſuch Perſon ſhall receive 
X weekly, and every Week, the Sum of Seven 
X >Sbillings, to be paid by the Stewards; the 
ET firſt Payment to be made on the Eighth 
Diy after Notice given, (which ſhall be 
given the third Day of his Lameneſs, Sick- 
3 neſs 


being, on the next Monthly Night, the Sum 


[6] 
neſs or Infirmity) and ſo on, duting the 
T':ime of Three Months; and for the next 
Three Months ſhall receive weekly Five 


Shillipgs; for the next Three Months, Four 


Shillings per Week; for the next Three 
Months (which makes up the Year) Three 
Silllings per Week; and then to receive 
Two Shillings and Six-pence per Week, 
uuring his Infirmity, &c. as aforclaid ; pro- 
viced that ſuch ſic k Member is within five 
Miles of the Houſe where the Common S!ock 
is k-pt; but if at a greater Diſtance, then 
to produce a Certificate from the Miniſter 
and Churchwardens of the Pariſh where 
juch ſick Member then is, ſetting forth his 
Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Infirmity, Sc, and thut 
he is incapable of Ruſineisz then {ſuch fic 
Members ſhall receive the Benefit of the So- 
ciety in as ample a manner as thoſe who re- 
fide nearer, And at any Time, when any 


Member of the Soctety, who hath made good 


his Payments for one whole Year, ſhall hap- 
pen to marry, he ſhall be preſented by the 
Society with a New Braſs Warming-pan, of 
Seven Shillings and Six-Pence Value, with- 
in eight Days of his making ſuch his Mar- 
riage known to the Stewards for the Time 
being. And if any Member, qualified as 
aforeſaid, ſhall happen to die, then his Wi- 
dow, Executors, or to whom he ſhall will 
it, ſhall receive of the Stewards for the Time 
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177 
of Three Pounds, if within five Years from 
the Date hereof; and at the Expiration of 
five Years then ſhall receive five Pounds, on 
the next Monthly Night after his Deceaſe: 
Towards the making up of which Sum, 
and to prevent the too great Decreaſe of the 
ſaid Stock, every ſurviving Member ſhall 
pay the Sum of One Shilling over and above 
their Monthly Payments, And if it ſhould 
happen that by the long repeated Sickneſs, 
or by the Death of ſeveral Members, the 
Stock ſhould be much leflened, then it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the Stewards, by the 
Conſent of the major Part of this Society, to 
aſk and receive of every Member the Sum 
of Six- Pence per Month, additional Pay- 
ment, or ſuch other Sum as ſhall be thought 
neceſſary for the recruiting the ſaid Stock; 
and this to continue for ſuch Time as the 
Majority of this Society ſhall think proper. 
Likewiſe on the Death of any Member, e- 
very ſurviving Member ſhall accompany the 
Corpſe of ſuch deceaſed Brother to the 
Ground; at which Pariſh Church ſhall be 
a Sermon preached, for which ſhall be paid 
out of the Common Stock the Sum of Ten 
Shillings, the next Monthly Meeting; the 
Members meeting at ſuch Houſe as the 
Stewards ſhall appoint, which ſhall be the 
next convenient Public-Houſe to the De- 
ceaſed, where they ſhall expend Three-pence, 
It any Member be abſent from a Funeral, 
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[8] 
having due Notice given him of the Time 
and Place of meeting, twenty-four Hours 


 beforchand, he ſhall forfeit One Shilling; 


and if any appear diſguiſed in Drink at a 
Funeral, he ſhall forfeit Two Shillings and 


S1X-Pence, 


ART. 5. Jem, That there ſhall be 


four Stewards of this Society, two of which 
fall be choſen every Quarter- day; and the 
tour Quarter-days ſhall be, the firſt Saturday 
i December, March, June, and September; 
and on every Quarter-day, as aforeſaid, two 
that have ſerved half a Year ſhall quit, and 
the two next in Courſe ſhall ſerve with the 


' two that remain the other Quarter; and ſo 


on, from Quarter to Quarter; two to quit 


and reſign, and two to come into their 


Room. It ſhall be a fair Succeſſion, be- 
ginning with the firſt Subſcribers to theſe 
preſent 7 rticles, and fo on, until it hath 
gone through the whole Society, unleſs a 
Ferſon v hoſe Turn it is, ſhall happen to be 
fick at ſuch Time, then the ſaid fick Perſon 
ſhall be put by, and the next in courſe ſhall 
ſerve in his ſtead, ſti}] reſerving to the ſaid 
ſick Perſon the Right of Succeſſion the next 

uarter, Each Steward upon his Entrance 
into that Oice ſhall expend Six- pence; and 
if any Perſon whoſe Turn it is ſhall refuſe to 
ſerve, he ſhall for fcit Ten Shillings and Six- 


Pence, 
ART. 6. 


* 
. oo + Sat * 
— * m . 
<a 


„ 


— el 


* . * by 1 . 
c RE SE. 


e 


bow Sn 


8 : — 22 — 1 * 
N 22 * wi, 1 S | x 2 3 1 * 3 1 1 
— * * / * 5 * \ F 4 


L * 
"I S — n 
* bo © yr * \ * 2 " N 
r 


* 
8 


1 


[9] 


ART. 6. Item, That the Steward'3 
Office is as follows, viz. The eldeſt or up- 
per Steward ſhall be ready on every Month- 
ly Night to receive of the Members, as they 
come into the Room, their Monthly Pay- 
ments, or any other additional Payments or 
Forfcitures contained in theſe Articles, which 
ſhall be due and payable to the Common Syock ;, 
which Payments ſhall be duly entred in the 
Book of Accounts, the ſame Night. The ſe- 
cond Steward ſhall receive of each Member 
Three-pence, for his Share of the Reckon- 
ing; which Reckoning he ſhall diſcharge 
before he depart the Room,. or forfeit Ten 
Shillings. He ſhall bear in his Hand a 
white Wand for keeping Silence, alſo a 
wooden Mallet; and whoever continues 
talking after the third Knock on the Table, 
or a Touch with the Wand by the Steward, 
ſhall forfeit Two-pence for every ſuch Of- 
fence. The two upper Stewards ſhall each. 
of them have a Key of the Cheſt hereafter 
mentioned, wherein the Common Stock and 
Books of Accounts are to be kept; and if ei- 
ther of them ſhall neglect to bring or ſend 
his Key, in the firſt Hour of the Club (to 
be decided by the Glaſs) on every Monthly 
Night, he ſhall forfeit One Shilling; and 
the two younger ones, for ſuch Omiſſions. 
ſhall forfeit Six- pence; and the ſaid two 
younger Stewards ſhall aſſiſt the elder in the 
Execution of their Office, and in caſe of Ab- 
4 5 ſence 
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fence officiate in their ſtead. And if either 
of the ſaid two elder Stewards ſhall at any 
Time hereafter ſo loſe or miſlay his Key, 
that the ſaid Cheſt muſt be broke open, then 
every ſuch Steward ſhall, at his own proper 
Coſt and Charge, repair the ſame to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Coczety. And if either of 
the Keys belonging to the Cheſt ſhall be miſ- 
ſing from the Service of the Society, where- 
by the Cheſt cannot be unlock'd, nor the 
Books of Accounts come at (unleſs the Cheſt 


be broke open) either, by the Abſence of 


the Steward, in whoſe Cuſtody the ſaid Key 
was depolited, or by his neglecting to bring 
or ſend it, during the whole Time of the 
Club Hours, on two Monthly Nights ſuc- 
ceſſively, then the ſaid Key ſhall be deemed 
loſt or miſlaid ; and the Stewards and Audi- 
tors then preſent may cauſe the Cheſt to be 
broke open, which ſhall be made good in 


manner aforeſaid, by the Steward in whoſe 


Hands the ſaid Key was depoſited. Whoe- 
ver refuſes or neglects to comply with this 
Order, and neglects or delays to make good 
the ſaid Cheſt in manner aforeſaid, ſhall be 
forthwith excluded this Society; and if the 
Stewards ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay duly 


to any ſick Member, or what is hereby ap- 


pointed to be paid at the Death of a Mem- 


ber, as alſo on his Marriage, he ſhall forfeit 
Ten Shillings. 


ART. 7. 


[rx ] 

ART. 7. Dien, That there ſhall be two: 
Auditors choſen by a Majority: viz. One 
ſhall be choſen every Quarter-day, and to 
continue in his Office half a Year; and the 
next Quarter-day another ſhall be choſen 
younger Auditor; and ſo on from Quarter 
to Quarter, he that has ſerved half a Year 
to quit, and another to be choſen in his 
Room. They ſhall keep a Book in their 
own Poſſeſſion, of what hath been received 
into, and paid out of the Cheſt from the 
Beginning. They ſhall audit and pals the 
Stewards Accounts every Quarter; likewiſe 
they ſhall have the Controll, and ſee that 
every Article be put in due Force. And if 
either of them ſhall not appear in the firſt 
Hour of the Club, he ſhall forfeit Six-pence z. 
and if the eldeſt Auditor ſhall neglect to 
come or ſend his Book, on every Club,. he 
ſhall forfeit One Shilling. And if any Mem- 
ber be guilty of a Crime for which a Fine 
is not exprelsly ſet down, then the Auditor. 
ſhall fine them at Diſcretion, but not exceed- 
ing Two Shillings and Six-pence for each 
Offence. No Perſon ſhall be choſen Audi- 
tor whoſe Turn it is to ſerve Steward next 
Quarter ; nor ſhall any Perſon be choſen Au- 
ditor, until he hath been out of Office one 
Quarter at leaſt. Whoever, being duly e- 
lected, refuſes to ſerve, ſhall forfeit Fifteen 
Shillings. The Landlord of the Houſe 
where the Cheſt is kept ſhall never be cho- 
„ ART. 8. 
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ART. 8. Item, That if any Member 
of this Society hath any Abuſe or Grievance 
whatſoever put upon him, he ſhall make no 
Noiſe or Brawling with any of his Brotherly 
Society, but he ſhall enter his Complaint to 
the Auditors, who ſhall hear both Sides, and 
determine the Matter; and they are hereby 
authorized to lay a Fine, with the Approba- 
tion of the Stewards, according to the Of- 
fence, but not exceeding Two Shillings and 
Six-pence. And if any Perſon, who 1s not 
concerned, ſhall preſume to meadle in any 
ſuch Matter, he ſhall forfeit One Shilling. 
If any Perſon ſhall talk of Sharing the Stock, 
or any thing that ſhall tend to the Diſſolu- 
tion of this Society, he ſhall forfeit Fourteen 
Shillings. If any Perſon ſhall be found guil- 
ty of Deceit, in counterfeiting Sickneſs, or 
Lamenels, he ſhall be excluded this Society; 
and whoſoever ſhall diſcover ſuch Fraud, on 
due Proof made thereof, ſhall receive, as a 
| Reward, Five Shillings. If any Perſon ſhall 
appear diſguiſed in Drink on a Monthly 
Night, during the Club-hours, he ſhall for- 
feit Six-pence. If any Member ſhall curſe, 
fwear, or give abulive Language, he ſhall 
forteit Three-pence. If any Member ſhall 
upbraid any of his Fellow-Members, with 
having received the Benefit of the Cheſt, he 
ſhall forfeit Five Shillings. If any Perſon or 
Perſons, who are juſtly under the Penalties 
or Forfeitures of thefe, Articles, ſhall, upon. 
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due Notice given them by the Stewards, for 
the Space of Three Months, refuſe or ne- 
glect to pay the full Demands; or if any Per- 
ſon or Perſons ſhall neglect their Payments 
due to the Common Stock, on any Account 
Z whatſoever, for above the Space of Three 
= Months, he or they ſo refuſing or neglect- 
ing to pay, ſhall be forthwith excluded this 
Society, If the Auditors or Stewards ſhall 
favour any Perſon who fhall be liable to the 
Penalties or Forfeitures contained in theſe 
Articles, the ſaid Auditors or Stewards ſhall 
forfeit Five Shillings each, provided it be 
proved by two Members of the Society. All 
Forfeitures and Penalties contained 1n theſe 
Articles ſhall be paid into the Common Stock, 
and not applied to any other Uſe whatſoever. 

ART. 9. Jem, That there ſhall be 
Ss two Feaſts every Year, viz, on the firſt Sa- 
turday in June, and the firſt Saturday in De- 
cember, to be kept where the Majority ſhall 
| appoint; and wherever the ſame ſhall be 
kept, there ſhall be paid for Dreſſing Two 
Shillings and Six-pence, and no more; and 
for the Paying the Charges thereof, each 
Member ſhall pay One Shilling on the 
Monthly Night preceeding the ſaid Feaſts ; 
and the two elder Stewards are to take Care 
do provide a decent Entertainment ſufficient: 
for all the Members, and ſhall give in the 
Particulars of the Expence herein to the 
Auditors, who ſhall examine the ſame, and 
I make 


— 


L141 


make their Report to the Society. All the 


Members, whether preſent or abſent, ſhall 
ay the ſaid Sum, except thoſe who receive 


the Benefit of the Cheſt at that Time, who 
ſhall never be charged with any Fines or For- 
feitures whatſoever, ſaving only their Pay- 


ment of One Shilling per Month, as afore- 
ſaid; which ſhall. conſtantly be paid, as well 
in Sickneſs as in Health. And if a Member 
ſhall be found at any Time to belong to any 
other Society of the like Nature, he ſhall be 
forthwith excluded this Society. No Stranger 
ſhall be admitted on a Monthly Night, or 
Feaſt-day, without Leave of the two elder 
Stewards, and ſhall pay as Members. And if 
any Member of this Society have any thing 
to offer relating thereto, he ſhall riſe up, and 
addreſs himſelf to the Stewards, who havin 

then commanded Silence, he ſhall ſpeak his 
Mind, and ſit down again in his Place; and 
then any other Member having any thing to 
add, or to object againſt what has been 
ſpoken, ſhall likewiſe riſe up and addreſs 
himſelf to the Stewards, and having done 
ſhall fit down again in his Place. Only one 
Perſon ſhall ſpeak at a Time, *till the De- 
bate be ended; then the Stewards ſhall put 


it to the Vote: and if any farther Diſpute 


ſhall ariſe, and a Poll be demanded, the 
Auditor or Auditors ſhall go to a proper 
Place within the Club-room, and ſhall call 


each Member in courſe, according to the 
Re- 
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11561 
Regiſter, to balot for or againſt the Matter 
in Queſtion; and, when all have balotted, 
ſhall ſum up the ſame, and deliver it to the 
elder Steward, who ſhall determine the Caſe 
by the Majority. W hoſoever ſhall interrupt 
another in Time of Debate, in Contempt of 
this Order, ſhall forfeit One Penny: or who- 
ſoever, when the Matter is determined in 
manner aforeſaid, ſhall bring the ſame into 
further Queſtion or Diſpute, ſhall pay One 
Shilling; and, in caſe of Refuſal or Con- 
tempt, ſhall be forthwith expelled this Society. 
"8 ART. 10. Jem, That if any Member 
of this Society ſhall remove his Habitation in- 
to the Country, where he cannot make his 
Payments as aforeſaid, he ſhall be excluded; 
but if any Member goes into the Country, 
the Diſtance of thirty Miles, for an uncertain 
Time, he ſhall give Notice to the Stewards 
before his Departure, and pay one Month's 
Money beforehand; and, making good his 
Payments once in every Year, and at his Re- 
turn home repairing to the Cheſt, and clear- 
iag his Arrears, he ſhall be clear of all For- 
3X feitures, and have a Right to all the Benefits 
Mof this Society, provided he does not go to 

Sea, as a Sea-faring Man 
— ART. 11. Lem, That the Stewards ſhall 
provide a Cheſt, to lay up and ſecure all the 
Money belonging to the Common Stock. They: 
8 ſhall likewiſe provide ſuch Books of Accounts 
and Writings, as ſhall be neceſſary for the true 
| I Stating 
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Stating and Keeping all the Accounts of the 
Society; z and the Charge thereof ſhall be paid 
out of the Common Stock: and if there be any 
Deficiency of the Stock, the Stewards ſhall 
make it good to the ſucceeding Stewards, 


when they reſign their Office, or be fort- 


with excluded, 

ART. 12. Jen, That the afore-named 
Robert Friend, or the Perſon at whoſe Houſe 
the ſaid Common Stock is kept, ſhall give ſuf- 
ficient Security upon Bond; and ſuch other 
Perſon to be bound with him as the Majority 
_ ſhall approve of; which ſhall remain in the 


Keeping of the eldeſt Auditor, for the Time 


he continues in his Office, who ſhall deliver 
it to his Succeſſor. 


ART. 13. Item, That on the Deceaſe of 5 2 
any Member of this Society, the Clerk ſhall 


write ſo many Tickets as there are Members 


who do not at ſuch Time receive the Benefit 


of the Society; which Tickets ſhall be left at 


the ſaid Robert Friend's, (or wherever the 


Common Stock is kept) thirty-ſix Hours before 


the Time expreſſed in the ſaid Tickets, 


which ſhall be carried and left at the Habi- 


tation of each Member, by a Perſon choſen. 8 
by a Majority of the Society, and for his 


Trouble ſhall receive of each Member one 


Half- penny; provided the Number of Mem- 
bers be above thirty; but if they do not ex- 
ceed thirty, then he ſhall receive of each 
Perſon One Penny: In which Tickets are to 


be 


e 
icq 


[17] 
be mentioned the Name of the Deceaſed, 
7 and the Time and Place when and where 
the Society are ſummoned to meet together, 
to accompany the Corpſe of their deceaſed 
od B Brother to the Ground. No Member ſhall 
be liable to any Fine or Forfeiture for be- 
ing abſent from a Funeral, provided he 
make due Proof, that either ſuch Notice 
Jas aforeſaid was not left at his Habitation, 
Por given to himſelf in Perſon the Night 
: | before ſuch Funeral, or ſooner. And that 
the Clerk may have timely Notice on the 
Death of a Member, to ſummon the ſur- 
viving Members as aforeſaid ; it is hereby 
ordered and required, that the Widow, or 
Friends of the deceaſed Member, fhall give 
ſufficient Notice thereof in Writing, or o- 
Wtherwiſe, at the Place of Abode of the 
9 Clerk, within twelve Hours after his De- 
9 (ceaſe; and in caſe of Neglect herein, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the Majority of this 
Cociety, the next Monthly Night, to keep 
i back and remaining in the Common Stock, 
1 ſuch Sum of Money, Part of the Three or 
ive Pounds appointed by the Articles to be 
Y paid to the Friends of the Deceaſed, as they 
hall think fir, not exceeding Twenty Shil- 
3 ings. 


= ART. 14. Jem, That if the Clerk, 
having due Notice as aforeſaid, ſhall neglect 
3 o give timely Notice, as aforeſaid, he ſhall 
Wortcit Two Shillings and Six-pence, upon 
| Proof 


. 
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Proof thereof made the next Monthly Night; 


and the Clerk for writing the Tickets, and F 
ſending them as aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed * 
Two Shillings and Six-pence out of the Com. 7 © 
mon Stock, 5 
ART. 15. Lem, That a Clerk ſhall be p 
choſen by a Majority of the Society, who ſhall 5 
be one of the Members, provided any of the . 
Members will accept of the ſaid Office; and . 
the Clerk fo choſen ſhall continue in the f 
ſaid Office as long as he lives, provided he a 
ſhall fo long continue a Member: And the 4 
Buſineſs of the ſaid Clerk ſhall be, to keep r. 
a Journal and Regiſter of the Socie/y, in due f. 
Form; and to aſſiſt the Stewards in making M 
up their Accounts, and any other Buſineſs re- th 
lating to the Books of the Society. The ſaid BF 
Clerk ſhall be obliged to attend every Club- h 
Night during the Hours, if in Health, and of 
not out of Town z or in caſe of Abſence ſhall ¶ 6; 
forfeit One Shilling for each Monthly Night's m. 
Neglect; and the ſaid Clerk ſhall be allow- of 
ed a Stipend or Salary of Twenty-five Shil-¶ ou 
lings per annum, to be paid quarterly out of Wl 
the Common Slock. ra 
ART. 16. em, That all the Four WW q1. 
Stewards ſhall viſit the Sick by Turns; each ber 
fick Member ſhall be viſited by them twice a N wie 
Week, and no Viſit ſhall be made on a Sunday. i ex 
They ſhall meet every Thurſday from Seven La 
to Nine of the Clock in the Evening, at the ¶ tha 
Houle where the Club is kept, to regulate Swe 


Viſits 


1191 
Viſits for the ſucceeding Part of the Week; 
and to enquire if any of the Members have 
given Notice of their being ſick; and if any 
of them be abſent from ſuch weekly Meet- 
ing, he ſhall pay the Share of the Reckoning 
as if preſent, but not exceeding Three-pence : 
and Notice ſhall be given him by the Land- 
lord of the Houſe, what Viſits he is appoint- 
ed to make that Week. And if any of the 
& ſaid Stewards, whoſe Turn it ſhall be, omit 
© viſiting the Sick, according as is appointed, 
upon due Proof thereof made the next gene- 
ral Meeting, ſhall for ſuch his Offence for- 
feit One Shilling. But if at any Time a 
Member ſhall be ſick at a greater Diſtance 
BS than five Miles from the Houſe where the 
Cheſt is kept, and after due Notice given it 
all be thought proper by the major Part 
of this Society for one of the Stewards to vi- 
& fit him, ſuch Steward ſhall be allowed what 
may be thought reaſonable by the major Part 
of this Society, for his Time and Expences, 
cout of the Common Stock. 
== ART. 17. That no Perſon who ſhall be 
=& known to have contracted the Foul Diſeaſe 
IT ſhall be capable of being admitted a Mem- 
ber of this Society. And as Men who are 
XZ wicked and diſorderly Livers are much more 
38 expoſed and liable than others, to Sickneſs, 
= Lameneſs, and Infirmity; it is further agreed, 
that no Perſon remarkable for Curſing, 
= Swearing, Profaning the Lord's Day, Fight- 
| ing, 
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of paying the ſame, ſhall be expelled this þ 


[ 20 ] 
ing, Quarrelling, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
Sc. ſhall ever be capable of being admitted 
into this Society. And if any Member of this 
Society ſhall be ſick, lame, or otherwiſe in- 
firm, ſo as the ſame Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or 
Infirmity ſhall proceed from the Foul Dif- 
eaſe, Drunkenneſs, Quarrelling, Fighting, 
and the like, upon Proof made thereof to 
the Satisfaction of the major Part of this So- 
ciety, ſuch Perſon, as aforeſaid, ſhall be ex- 
cluded from any Benefit of the Stock of this 
Society, during ſuch his Infirmity; and ſhalt 
alſo pay his Monthly Payments, with all 8 
Fines and Forfeitures, as if no ſuch Thing 
had happened to him; or elſe, on Refuſal 
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ART. 18. Tem, That if any Member 
of this Society ſhall be violently ſuſpected, 
or notoriouſly known, to be a Man of an 
evil and irregular Life, or ſhall be guilty i 
of Swearing, Quarrelling, Drunkenneſs, 
Whoredom, Profaning the Lord's Day, or 
the like: Or if any Member of this Society Mt 
ſhall be guilty of evil Huſbandry, Profuſion F 
or Extravagance in his private Affairs, or BF 
careles and neglectful of his Family; 


then it ſhall be allowable for the two elder - 
Stewards, and they are hereby ſtrictly re- e 
quired to admoniſh ſuch Perſon as aforeſaid BF Nl 


of his Faults, in a private and ſecret as well 
as in a decent and reſpectful manner; and 
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if any Perſon ſo admoniſhed ſhall ſtill con- 
tinue unreformed for the Space of three 
Months, that then the ſaid Stewards ſhall 
once more admoniſh the Perſon fo offend- 
ing in Preſence of all the Members of this 
Society, at their Monthly Meeting; and if 
he ſhall continue obſtinate for the Space of 
three Months from ſuch his being publickly 
ad moniſhed, that then he ſhall pay the Sum 
of Five Shillings. 
= ART. 19. Jem, That it ſhall and may 
oe lawful for the Auditors, from Time to 
Time, and at any Time hereafter, to call 
rogether a ſpecial Committee, which ſhall 
Wconſiſt of the ſaid Auditors, Stewards, and 
Clerk, and four Members of the eldeſt 
Standing, to conſult on Ways and Mcans 
for the better Regulation and Preſervation 
rf good Order in this Society. And whatſoe- 
Fvcr Alterations, new Laws, and Articles 
ball by ſuch Committee be thought fit to 
e conſtituted and made, ſhall at the next 
eeneral Meeting be declared to all the Mem- 
ers of the Society then preſent, by the Ma- 
Pority of whom, if approved, ſuch new Laws 
nd Articles ſhall be ratified and confirmed, 
und be from henceforth binding upon all 
the Members. 
ART. 20. Tem, That, as it is intended 
oo put forth ſome of the Money belonging 
o the Society to Intereſt, it is hereby re- 
Wolved, that if any Member ſhall diſcover 
| to 
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[ 22 ] 
to whom ſuch Money is lent, he ſhall for- 


feit Ten Shillings, on due Proof made there- ; 
of; one Half to be given to the Informer, 
and the other Half to be put into the Cm. 


mon Stock of this Society. 


ART. 21. Item, That every Member 1 


this Society ſhall bring their Articles every 


— 

* 
* * 
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Feaſt-day, or forfeit Two-pence z and he 


that forfeits three times ſucceſſively, his Ar. 


ticles ſhall be deemed loſt, and he ſhall buy 


another of the Stewards, for which he ſhall! 


Pay Six-pence into the Common Stock: And 
every Member who ſhall hereafter be ad- L 
mitted, ſhall, upon his Admiſſion, pay Six? 
nce for the Articles, over and above the 
Admiſſion-Fine before reſerved. f. . 


> 


ART. 22. Item, That every Steward 


going out of his Office ſhall paſs his Accoum 
before the Auditors, and ſhall have a pro- 
per Diſcharge from the ſucceeding Stewards, 
which Aceount, if required for rs 4 


ſhall be inſpected by any Member of thy 
Society; _ 
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The Fox of the WILL, to be lodged in the Cheſt. 


Wr. REAS I being a Member of the AMICABLE | 
| OCIETY, meeting at the Sign of at Tunbridge  . 
Wells, have a Right to the Sum of to be paid immediately after 


my Deceaſe unto my Widow; or in caſe J have no Widow, then unto whom I 


ſhall will it : I therefore will an appoint, that the ſaid Sum of 
be paid unto , and that h Receipt for the ſame ſhall be a 


ſufficient Diſcharge unto the ſaid SociE Tx. Witneſs my Hand this Day 
of ; Anno Dom. 


The 


B „„ V—— 


The Fon M of a RECEIPT by WILL, 
Turnbridge Wells, the Day of "mY 


*— 


He x received of and : | 
- Stewards of the AMICABLE SOCIETY, at the Sign of 2 
at Tunbridge Wells, the Sum of Pounds, as willed by my 18 
deceaſed. Friend, , late a Member of this SociE v. 


I fay, Received by me, 


Q 
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